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the road to this spot on a tour of places
that tourists will never find on a bro-
chure of scenic vistas in Charlotte Coun-
ty.

Eastern Charlotte Waterways keeps a

database of more than 50 illegal dumps

and former dumps across the county.

 The OId St. Andrews Road site wasn’t the

worst of the handful Mersereau included
in the afternoon tour. :

That distinction goes to a dump bare]y
off the Frost Road in the Second Falls
area, not out of sight at all.

The decades of detritus here includes
the rusted hulks of ancient automobiles,
most of them sitting well down the bank.

On top are old roofing shingles, burnt
lumber, cardboeard, bedsprings, a televi-
sion apparently burned then smashed,
broken bathroom fixtures, unldentlﬁable
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whatnot and animal carcasses adding
somethmg to the aroma of sodden ashes,
garbage and mud on a damp day.

. The next day staff at the provincial
Natural Resources Department looked

at photographs of the site and sent €on-
‘servation officers to inspect. :

They identified deer paws probably left
from last hunting season, along with the
backbone and rib cage of something larg-
er - possibly a moose or a farm animal.

“They are commencing an investiga-
tion at this site,” department communi-
cations officer Anne Bull Monteith said
in an interview.

The officers found no evidence of
poaching, but dumping garbage at an
unauthorized site can land someone in
frontof a Judge

Natural Resources runs a pro_gmm mth_ ;

New Brunswick Crime Stoppers, offering

rewards for anonymous tips that lead to -
 the arrest of anyone for illegal activity on
provmc;al Crown land mcludmg dump- -

ing.

Further along the tour Mersereau took

the four-wheel-drive truck along a one-

-lane woods road in the Utopia area.

The road goes past a gravel pit with a
small pile of debris at the bottom. The
travesty on the Frost Road probably
started something like this baby dump
decades ago.

The pile includes an old tlre acot
spring and burned construction debris’

possibly from a home renovation proj-
ect. A Tim Hortons coffee cup peaks
out. Judging from the cans and bottles

round about, somebody likes Bud-
weiser beer.

Headed back toward the main road
the visitors noted a Christmas tree that

~someone tossed out.

“There’s just sort if indiscriminate
dumping along the way” Mersereau said.

- Not far from here, toward Lake Utopia,
- Mersereau stopped at a gravel pit adja-
cent to the Old Saint John Road.

Someone dumped loads of demolition
debris — splintered two-by-fours, broken
bits of interior wallboard and the like.
Trees block the view from nice homes
not farup the hill.

* “It really makes the owner of that pit

responsible for cleaning that up, which is
unfortunate,” Mersereau said.
For the final stop on the afternoon

“When you make the effort to actually

try to clean up, people seem to notice,”
Mersereau said.“Cleaning them up is not
a lost effort. It probably goes a long way
towards educating people on keeping -
premises clean.”

At the McCarthy Road site a big green
sign featuring the mascot SID (“Stop Ille-
gal Dumping”) the moose informs pass-
ersby that their tax dollars cleaned up
this former dump.

“I believe there were quite a few
(dumps) cleaned up by pnvate operators,
which is quite an expense, Mersereau
said.

She praised camp owners who cleaned
up adump at Red Rock in northern Char—
lotte County.

Education can change mgramed att]-
tucles, Mersereau said, but ﬂlegal dump—

- ing persists.




